
 
 
September 25, 2018 
 
Honorable Amarjeet Sohi 
Minister of Natural Resources 
580 booth Street, 21st Floor, Room: C7-1 
 
Sent via email: NRCan.Minister-Ministre.RNCan@Canada.ca 
 
Re: Canadian Renewable Gas Innovation Program - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Minister Sohi, 
 
The Coalition for Renewable Natural Gas (RNG Coalition) writes in strong support of the federal 
policy proposal for a Canadian Renewable Gas Innovation Program. We respectfully request 
and encourage full consideration of the industry’s funding request to make this program 
possible.  
 
We understand that conventional natural gas meets approximately 34% of Canada’s energy 
needs and represents the single largest fuel source for commercial buildings and industrial 
facilities. Conventional natural gas is also being used as a low-carbon transportation fuel 
alternative for a diesel and as a low-carbon replacement for coal in the generation of electric 
power. The National Energy Board forecasts that conventional natural gas will be the single 
largest energy source in Canada by 2040. 
 
We believe that conventional natural gas has a role to play in Canada’s long-term energy future. 
However, in order to address climate change and achieve significant reduction of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions and short lived climate pollutants, it is critical that Canada support and 
integrate the increased development, deployment and utilization of renewable natural gas 
(RNG, biomethane or upgraded biogas). Substituting just five percent (5%) of Canada’s 
conventional natural gas supply with renewable natural gas would reduce GHG emissions by 
between 7-10 metric tons (MT). 
 
Between 1982 and 2011, the RNG industry developed just thirty-one production facilities. Due 
in large part to the United State Environmental Protection Agency’s (US EPA) recent recognition 
and reclassification of RNG under the federal Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) in 2014, fifty-four  
production facilities have been developed in the last several years. RNG-for-transportation fuel 
production has increased 10x since 2014.  



Canada will need to deploy a balanced mix of strategies that spur innovation in the energy 
sector in order to achieve its ambitious climate and air quality goals. These strategies will 
require a fundamental shift in the way we power our homes and businesses, how we transport 
ourselves, how we move the goods we use in our daily lives, and how we manage our waste.  
 
The proposed Renewable Gas Innovation Program represents a significant step in the right 
direction, in terms of stimulating a Canadian RNG market that can compete with other policy-
driven markets in North America – and put Canada back on track to fulfilling five to ten percent 
RNG content by 2030. 
 
As proposed, the requested funding would advance the RNG market in Canada by supporting: 

- $150 million in renewable natural gas technology demonstration 
- $15 million to CanmetENERGY to establish a global renewable natural gas hub 
- $10 million for renewable natural gas R&D collaborations with academia 
- $575 million to support renewable natural gas projects with municipalities, indigenous 

communities, forestry and agricultural sectors 
 
Canada represents a new frontier for renewable natural gas project development opportunity. 
With the vast supply of feedstocks and extensive inter-provincial and local natural gas pipeline 
distribution networks, the federal funding proposed for the Renewable Gas Innovation Program 
would help reinstate Canada as a global leader supporting renewable natural gas. 
 
On behalf of the renewable natural gas industry in North America, we encourage the federal 
government of Canada to support the funding request for the Canadian Renewable Gas 
Innovation Program in its 2019 Budget. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Johannes D. Escudero 
CEO & Executive Director 
Coalition for Renewable Natural Gas 
916.588.3033 
Johannes@RNGCoalition.com 
RNGCoalition.com 
 
 
Cc: Honorable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Cc: Honorable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development  
Cc: Ms. Kim Rudd, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources 
Cc: Mr. Tim Egan, President and CEO, Canadian Gas Association 


